
The annual dinner and meeting of the  
Maryland Sheep Breeders Association will be held  

on Saturday, October 20, 2007.   
The event will again be held at  

the Carroll County Agricultural Center  
in Westminster, Maryland.  

We will begin the evening with hors d'oeurves at 6:30PM.   
Dinner will be served at 7:30pm.   

Our featured speaker will be David Greene,  
who will present the highlights of his recent trip to the  

United Kingdom with other US sheep producers.   
We will also hold the annual general membership meeting that 

evening, including the election of new officers.   
The invitations will be in the mail soon. 

Please mark your calendar and join us at the MSBA Dinner! 

 

Another summer gone, time for fall lambing, fall shearing, 
packing the barn with hay and straw, and of course, the annual 
dinner. This is the time of year where you, the MSBA     
members, decide the future of your organization. 
It is important that you attend the Membership Meeting and 
Dinner so that we hear your voice. Voting for the officers will 
determine the growth and success of the MSBA and with it, 
the quality of your relationship with the organization. Your 
vote does count! 
 
I would like to ask you to submit photos, stories, facts, anec-
dotes, artwork and the like to me for publishing in the SHEEP 
NEWS. Your fellow members are interested in hearing from 
you and getting to know you better, that is part of why we 
have come together. 

If you have something to submit, please send it to me at 
sarah@ruckelshaus.com . 
 
Hope to hear from you 
soon! 
 
ôtill next time, 
 
Sarah 
 
Sarah Ruckelshaus 
Editor 

MSBA Banquet and General Meeting   
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DATES OF  
SPECIAL  
 I NTEREST: 
 

October 6, 7                
Virginia Fall          
Fiber Festival 

October 19                    
New York               
Bred Ewe Sale 

October 20, 21       
New York Sheep and 
Wool Festival 

October 26, 27, 28            
Southeastern Animal 
Fiber Festival 

October 27 Annual    
MSBA Dinner Meeting 

December 11              
MSBA Board Meeting 



The Maryland Sheep Breeders Association (MSBA),  
in an effort to provide information concerning the sheep industry, would like to invite you to become a more inte-

gral part of our organization. MSBA is an active organization, sponsoring the Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival,  
Maryland Wool Pool, Sheep Shearing School, Maryland Sheep News, various youth activities, and a variety of  

educational functions. As a sheep  or fiber enthusiast, your help is needed to successfully complete the many events 
scheduled during the year. Volunteers are always welcome on the many committees.  

If you would like to be involved with your fellow sheep breeders in promoting the Maryland Sheep Industry, while 
educating yourself and others, you are invited to join us. For information on how you can become more involved,  

or if you have a talent you would like to offer as a volunteer, please contact Joe Frey or Nancy Starkey.  
Our organization is by the shepherd and for the shepherd, please consider how you can help today! 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President 
     Joe Frey  301-991-5826  j.frey@myactv.net 

Vice President 
     Nancy Starkey  301-253-4732  ncstarkey@aol.com 

Secretary  
     Jordan Thomas   240-535-0200 jtsheep@earthlink.net  

Treasurer 
     Connie DeLamater  410-476-3821 connie-dave@dellysdelightsfarm.com 

Past President 
      George Harkins   443-504-9188 blacksheepam_i@hotmail.com 

At this time each year, we ask members for nominations of possible recipients of the 
MSBA Shepherd of the Year award.  This honor will be given at the MSBA annual banquet 
on Saturday, October 20, 2007 in Westminster, MD. 
 To be eligible for the award, the honoree should meet certain criteria such as the recipient 
must be a MSBA member and be involved with sheep in some way;  the recipient should 
have volunteered their time at MSBA events such as the Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival 
and the Maryland/Delaware Wool Pool;  and the recipient should have made significant 
contributions to the organization and to other shepherds.  Past recipients of this award in-
clude:  Ed and Mary Ann Jackson, Phil and Linda Shane, Jeff Hevner, Ridgely Thompson, 
Susan Schoenian, Bob and Charlotte Dinsmore. 
 Please think about deserving MSBA members and send us your nominations for this year's 
Shepherd of the Year.  Please send the information to:  Ed and Mary Ann Jackson, 7409 
Morgan Road, Woodbine, MD  21797 by October 5, 2007. 

Nominations needed for Shepherd of the Year  



On -line Sheep Management Classes  
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DID  YOU 
KNOW? 

For six months 
during the 2001 
foot-and-mouth 
crisis in Great 

Britain, 62-year-
old Ms. Moira 
Linaker defied 

government orders 
to cull her flock of 
rare sheep. Moira 
won her battle to 
save her sheep and 
tells her story in 

the book, "Behind 
Chained Gates." 

  

YOU CAN HELP SAVE 
POSTAGE FOR MSBA 
AND TREES FOR THE 

WORLD! 
RECEIVE YOUR 

MSBA SHEEP NEWS 
VIA E-MAIL  

(PDF FORMAT) 
ITõS EASY! 

CONTACT EDITOR 
SARAH 

RUCKELSHAUS AT 
SARAH 

@RUCKELSHAUS.COM 
FOR DETAILS  

THE SHEEP NEWS 
IS PRINTED ON 50% 

POST CONSUMER 
RECYCLED PAPER. 

Continuing with providing various delivery methods of educational information, 
the Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program has launched online courses.  The    
three courses include Introduction to Sheep Management, Introduction to 
Sheep Health, and Ewe Ration Formulation.  These courses are an excellent  
opportunity for youth and adults to learn more about sheep production. 
The Introduction to Sheep Management course is a 14 lesson self paced course 
with continuous enrollment.  This is the online version of the successful home 
study course that provides an overview of year long sheep management.   
The other two courses are more structured and are designed for more           
interaction.  The required text book for the Introduction to Sheep Health is 
Gates' Practical Guide to Sheep Disease Management (3rd edition) and the 
Sheep Production Handbook, 2002 Edition is required for the Ewe Ration    
Formulation course. 
The Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program is a sheep management education/
consulting program offered by Minnesota West Community and Technical     
College located at Pipestone, Minnesota.  The purpose of the program is to help 
sheep producers increase income and profit through the production of quality 
lamb and wool. To maximize the profit per ewe and realize the full potential of 
all sheep through use of modern management practices, new technologies and 
new approaches to marketing of both lamb and wool. 
For more information visit the Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program web page 
www.pipestonesheep.com or contact one of the Lamb and Wool instructors, 
Philip Berg, philip.berg@mnwest.edu , (507) 825-6799 or Mike Caskey, 
mike.caskey@mnwest.edu, (507) 825-6808. 
To register for one of these classes contact Sue Lovell (507) 847-7929, 
sue.lovell@mnwest.edu or you can register on-line at  
www.mnwest.edu/formmail/formdl.htm 

http://www.pipestonesheep.com
mailto:philip.berg@mnwest.edu
mailto:mike.caskey@mnwest.edu
mailto:sue.lovell@mnwest.edu
http://www.mnwest.edu/formmail/formdl.htm


The grandmother bureaucrats labeled 'the Rottweiler' during her battle to save her rare sheep from the foot 
and mouth culls is publishing her memoir. 

At the height of the epidemic, diminutive Moira Linaker barricaded herself into her cottage to protect her 
rare herd of  Ryelands from government slaughtermen. 

Local and national media alike followed her campaign to discredit what she considered the 'ill informed' 
culling of healthy animals caught up in the contiguous-contact rule. Even Prince Charles followed her case 
and took time out to meet her during a trip north. 

After six very lonely months, when her beloved sheep, dogs and cats were her only company, she emerged 
victorious - and ready to tell her tale. 'Behind Chained Gates' stands testimony to Moira's strength of character. More than the 
standard 'one woman battles bureaucracy' story, it charts a very personal journey from the tragic loss of her eldest son to the 
hope of a new dawn.  'Just weeks before foot and mouth, my eldest son, Stephen, was killed in the Isle of Man TT races,' said 
Moira. 'The morning I got the news I was scheduled to go to the Royal Lancashire show with my sheep, and I had everything 
packed up ready to go. I thought I would still go ahead with the show - it just hadn't sunk in. 

"I got a first and a second with my two main rams, and then when I came out of the ring it hit me. I didn't show the rest of my 
sheep. I just broke down. I don't remember the journey home.'  

Her subsequent steely determination to face down officials from what was then the Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food 
(MAFF) stemmed from her inability to cope with another loss. Revealing a wry sense of humour, she smiles when she says she 
was also told they had nicknamed her 'the Rottweiler'. 

At that time, Moira was living on a one acre small-holding in Warwick Bridge, Cumbria. In November she moved to Green-
head where, at Woodhouse Farm, she now has 14 acres. She only has ten sheep but she plans to increase the flock this year. 
Moira and the media coverage she generated are probably responsible for the single-handed regeneration of the Ryeland breed 
itself. 

Classed as a rare breed before foot and mouth, it has now increased in popularity to become a    minority breed. The Northern 
Ryeland Breeders' Group reported that it had been overwhelmed with enquiries thanks to her story. 

Indeed, two of Moira's sheep are in the throes of establishing a royal dynasty of 
Ryelands. When she met Prince Charles during a morale boosting visit to Cum-
brian farmers, she promised that if her herd survived foot and mouth, she would 
send him a ram and a ewe. She did, and they are now  happily ensconced on his 
farm at Highgrove House. 

The morning I interviewed Moira, the final proof of 'Behind Chained Gates' 
arrived from the     publishers for her approval. 

'I can't believe I've written a book,' she said. 'A friend suggested I do it as ther-
apy, because I wasn't sleeping. I was smoking like a chimney and I was having 
these dreadful nightmares. It was a case of doing this, or going on tablets or hit-
ting the bottle. 

'It was amazing, because I sat down a and everything just came pouring out. I don't think I could do it again. It worked though - 
the nightmares stopped. Despite what it sounds like, this is not a miserable book. It's about me and the stupid things I did when 
I was setting up my small-holding. I was so green. I made loads of mistakes at first. There's quite a lot of humour in it.'  

Hexham Courant 

BEHIND CHAINED GATES is available through  
Hayloft Publishing Ltd, South Stainmore, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4DJ, UK.  
TEL: +44 (0) 17 68 34 23 00 E-MAIL: books@hayloft.org.uk 

Behind Chained Gates         Book Review   
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