
In recent years the Maryland Sheep Breeders Association has seen its membership total dwindle.  In  
response to that, the MSBA Board of Directors decided to add an additional booth at the Maryland Sheep 
and Wool Festival. Located in a high traffic area, it was hoped that more contact could be made with 
sheep breeders and sheep enthusiasts and with that, provide them the opportunity to join the MSBA.  
The idea proved to be successful as 50 new members signed on! 

MSBA members who worked the booth found that membership was as easy sell.  Several new members 
that donõt have sheep of their own were so impressed with the Festival that they wanted to be a part of 
it.  The Board members found we enjoyed passing out our beautifully done Maryland Sheep News       
produced by our new Editor Sarah Ruckelshaus and telling of the many other services MSBA provides to 
breeders each year.   

One of the services offered is the MSBA Wool Pool. Historically the Wool Pool has been relied upon to 
bring in new members and for renewals, however when wool prices plummeted a few years ago, many 
small flock owners stayed away for economic reasons consequently there were fewer breeders attending 
the Wool Pool to join MSBA.   

As an incentive to join, each new member was given a raffle ticket that offered them a chance to win one 
of the two wool blankets that were raffled  Saturday and Sunday. The blankets were generously donated 
by board members Kate Bostic and Nancy Starkey and were woven from wool shorn from their         
respective Maryland flocks.  The lucky winners were Brad Leissa of Brookeville (Montgomery County) 
and Robbie & Greg Svoboda of Forest Hill (Harford County). 

MSBA members participating in the membership drive were Lyn Ingram, Edith Miller (both of whom 
have done such a fine job for so many years in our traditional booth in the information tent ), Joan and 
Steve Hobbs, Fred Ziegler, Joe Frey (President), Sherm Pearsoll, Patty Loun and Stuart Greene.   

Stuart Greene 

This is the first issue of our second year of printing. 
This time last year, I was new to the MSBA, just getting 
my feet wet and learning about your organization. Over 
the past year, I have enjoyed getting to know you and 
have enjoyed bringing the SHEEP NEWS to you.  
 

You will see that this issue is slightly smaller than the 
last few. I has a slight  mis-hap with new sheep in mid-
June and have a broken arm, dislocated knee and   
broken leg. Consequently, I am slightly behind    
schedule (with EVERYTHING!!) 
 

Let my mis-hap be a reminder to you all that sheep can 
be dangerous and one should always be cautious when 
working in the barn! 
 

ôtill next time, 
 

Sarah 
Sarah Ruckelshaus 
Editor 
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DATES OF  
SPECIAL  
 I NTEREST: 
 

September 11             
MSBA Board Meeting 

October 6, 7                
Virginia Fall          
Fiber Festival 

October 19                    
New York               
Bred Ewe Sale 

October 20, 21       
New York Sheep and 
Wool Festival 

October 26, 27, 28            
Southeastern Animal 
Fiber Festival 

October 27 Annual    
MSBA Dinner Meeting 

December 11              
MSBA Board Meeting 



The Maryland Sheep Breeders Association (MSBA),  
in an effort to provide information concerning the sheep industry, would like to invite you to become a more integral 

part of our organization. MSBA is an active organization, sponsoring the Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival,  
Maryland Wool Pool, Sheep Shearing School, Maryland Sheep News, various youth activities, and a variety of  

educational functions. As a sheep  or fiber enthusiast, your help is needed to successfully complete the many events 
scheduled during the year. Volunteers are always welcome on the many committees.  

If you would like to be involved with your fellow sheep breeders in promoting the Maryland Sheep Industry, while 
educating yourself and others, you are invited to join us. For information on how you can become more involved,  

or if you have a talent you would like to offer as a volunteer, please contact Joe Frey or Nancy Starkey.  
Our organization is by the shepherd and for the shepherd, please consider how you can help today! 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President 
     Joe Frey  301-991-5826  j.frey@myactv.net 

Vice President 
     Nancy Starkey  301-253-4732  ncstarkey@aol.com 

Secretary  
     Jordan Thomas   240-535-0200 jtsheep@earthlink.net  

Treasurer 
     Connie DeLamater  410-476-3821 connie-dave@dellysdelightsfarm.com 

Past President 
      George Harkins   443-504-9188 blacksheepam_i@hotmail.com 

 

Shearing ~ Spring 2007 
Starkey Farm, Galena MD 


